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by deleting all language after the enacting clause and substituting instead the following: 

 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 55, Chapter 4, Part 1, is amended by 

adding the following as a new section: 

 (a)  At the time of initial application for the registration of a motor vehicle under 

this part, or upon renewal, an owner or lessee of a motor vehicle who is deaf or hard of 

hearing may request that the department include such designation in the Tennessee 

Vehicle Title and Registration System (VTRS) database.  The registrant's request must 

be accompanied by a physician's statement supporting the registrant's request for a deaf 

or hard of hearing designation.  Upon receipt of such a request accompanied by a valid 

physician's statement, the department shall cause the registrant's deaf or hard of 

hearing status to be entered into the VTRS database, and ensure such designation is 

associated with the applicant's motor vehicle and registration. 

 (b)  Information submitted to the department under this section shall be supplied 

to law enforcement to assist in identifying the operator of the vehicle as possibly being 

deaf or hard of hearing.  Information collected pursuant to this section shall only be 

available to law enforcement for the purpose of ensuring safe and efficient interactions 

between law enforcement and persons who are deaf or hard of hearing, and shall not be 

used for any other purpose. 

 (c)  All law enforcement officers charged with the enforcement of this title and 

emergency call takers and public safety dispatchers, as described in § 7-86-205, shall  
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receive instruction in the identification of deaf or hard of hearing designation included in 

the VTRS database as provided for in this section. 

 (d)  The commissioner is authorized to adopt policies and procedures as 

necessary to effectuate the purposes of this section. 

 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018, the public welfare requiring it. 


